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township1. None the less, if Danegeld does not actually
explain Domesday terminology, it still remains true that it
was capable of depressing the great mass of the rural popula-
tion and converting villages of free peasant proprietors into
manors of unfree villeins. Indeed, the larger element of
freedom to be found in the Danelaw may very well have been
due, in part, to the immunity which its inhabitants seem to
have enjoyed from fiscal obligations incumbent upon the
rest of the kingdom2. Nor was Danegeld the only tax that
was instrumental in furthering the subjection of the free
landowners. The Church claimed tithes as well as other
dues3, and a demand for a tenth part of the earth's produce
was oppressive. Thus the burden of taxation imposed by
Church and State was a powerful factor in the movement
that was transforming England into a land of manorial com-
munities and servile tillers of the soil.
Economic Economic influences operated in the same direction. The
forces. larger landowners, with land to spare, settled tenants upon
it, and so at a stroke created the manorial fabric. The
Church adopted the practice of loaning its land, nominally for
three lives4. This laenland, as it was called, anticipated in
many respects the feudal ideas of a later period, and enabled
the Church to establish a lordship which in the case of poorer
men might readily assume a manorial aspect and involve the
obligation to predial services. In other cases the manorialtz-
ing process was at work in the village itself, and enabled the
lord to tighten his grasp upon land which once lay in the ab-
solute ownership of the villagers. The devastations of the
Northmen, the recurrence of bad harvests, the harshness of
the criminal code5, would easily suffice to ruin the peasants
and send them borrowing to some wealthier neighbour, to
whom they would surrender their land and receive it again
as a dependent tenancy.
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